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I«w York, Friday, February -d'i, 1801.

The News*
Mr. Lincoln, the President elect, and suite, left

thi« city yesterday morning, en route for the
White House. At Jersey City, at Newark, at
Trenton, and at all the intermediate points, the
populace turned out in crowds to see the l'rcsi-
dent. Mr. Lincoln reached Philadelphia at four
o'clock yesterday afternoon. The incidents of the
journey, together with the address to Mr. Lincoln,
and bis responses thereto, are chronicled in this
morning's paper.
The Southern Coujjre** has confirmed President

Davis' Cabinet appointments, as follows :~
iftnjt of ^t%to . Mr. Toombs, ot

Hccr» l.i/v (f the Treasury Mr. Menuninger, ol 8. C
SecreUrj ot War Mr-1* P. Walker, of Ala.
The Congre»s yesterday drafted a resolution di¬

recting tho Financo Committee to inquire into the
expediency of laying an export duty on cotton.
The Peace Congress at Washington was en¬

gaged yesterday in debate. A vote will, It is un¬

derstood, be taken at one o'clock to-day on tho
(¦uthrie adjustment, and should it be dcfcittcd the
proposition for a National Convention will next
be voted on.

In Congrees yesterday, the Senate resumed the
consideration of the bill providing for the discon
tinuancc of the postal service in the seceded
States. 'I he Miscellaneous Appropriation bill wa*
also discussed. In executive session a largo num¬
ber of appointments were confirmed, principally
arm.\ and navy officers. In the House a report
from the special committec_ censuring tho Secre¬
tary of the Navy for accepting the resignations of
Bavul < fiicer-< belonging to seceded States, was

presented. Mr. Bocoek resumed aud concluded
. his speech .* the Forco bill, aud the debate on the
enbjtct hub continued till the expiration of the
morning uour. Tho Washington snd Oregon War
Debt bill al"o dlscnssed.
Considerable business was transacted in our

State Legislature yesterday. In the Senate a

long delate took place on the concurrent re-

solutions relative to the Reciprocity treaty
with Canada, calling on Congress for such
amendments as will better protect the interests
of the people of this State. The annual school
appropriation was pa-scd. The bill authorising
the Supervisors of New York to ran.- money by
taxation was reported favorably. Other matters,
of general as well as local interest, w ere under con¬

sideration. In the Assembly the Annual Appro-
priation bill was ordered to a third riding. The
Capital Punishment bill was again up. and had
progre«» reported, and various other matters ol
minor importance were gone through with.

By the arrival of the Kangaroo at thi- port and
the Nova Scot an at Portland, we have two days
later intelligence from Europe, which, however, is

not of a very important character. A conference,
to be held nt Paris, in regard to Syria, has been
agreed Mbetween th- >uropoan Power-, in-tot¬
ing Turkey. Lord John Russell " speech on Italian
affaire was considered in Paris quite warlike. The
siege of Oacta continued, and there were rumors

of an intended surrender. 1,000 scaling ladders
have been sent there from Genoa. There ha- been
another change of Ministry in Austria.
The famous TiUan collection, in possesion of

the Duke of Marlborough, has been do«troyed by
tire.

...

Spain continues to be troubled by Carli-t con¬

spiracies. There has been a decline In cotton of
one-iighth to one-quarter of a penny; on tho
week's sales ending on Friday, the «th inst. Con¬
sols were quoted on the evening of tbe 8th at

91KaM?t>
By the arrival of th«- overland expre*- at Port

Kearny yosterday, we have advloen from San
Francisco to the afternoon of the 6th instjnt. The
commercial news is important. A panic prevailed
among the drv goods dealers in consequence of
the failure of Taafe, MoCahlll <t Co., Solomon H.
Bohm A Co, and Thoroa* Brady. The liabilities of
the first mentioned firm amount to $1,100,000,
about half of which 1- owe 1 at the East. Bohm k
Co.'s liabllties amount to |.'>#0,iK)0. Mr. Brady
will, it was thought, be enabled to re-unic bn«inc*.
Trade generally was very dnll. Nothing of im¬

portance had occurred in the Legislature. Tho
news from Oregon and British Columbia Is unira

portant.
The Board of Councilmen were in pession !»"t

evoning, when Mr. I-ent offered a preamble and
resolution to the effect that the Comptroller re-

commends that an application be made to the
l<caialature for the restoration to the Cor-
poration of the revenues derived from foreign
goods sold at auction in this city. A resolution
directing the Corporation Counsel to draft and
submit a suitable memorial to tho Legislature
upon the above recommendation was adopted,
appear- that the city, a number of years since,
yteldi A the collection of these revenues to aid in
the cot.strnf Uon of the Erie canal, with the under¬
standing that on it» completion they should re-
aum* the collection of revenue derived firom sales
of foreign goed* t>y auction. The average annaal
revenue accruing from this source is 1120,000. A
resolution was adopted culling upon the CrotoO
Board for Information as to tho immber of streets
pared with Belgian pavement and the cost
of the work. The Board accepted on Invitation
from the First dl\ ision of tho State militia to ro-
coive a marching salntc this afternoon in front of
the City Hall. A communication wan received
from the Mayor announcing the death of Cornelius
W. Lawrence, and recommending the passage of
Mitable resolution*, which was ordered on file.
Ruber quently the Board concurred with tho Alder-
n«n in the adoption of appropriate resolutions.
Hi* Honor also sent in a communication suggest

mpr 3 mcdificition of the ordinance regulating A*
;~aW of -mall wares in the streets by pedlars. It
w tuw lliat lately the police have prevented the
pedlar? fr<«m wiling iu the streets, and if they
were entirely prohibited from wiling their wares
at this period of distress th<- uumber of depen¬
dents upon the city bounty would be multiplied.
Tie paper » a-» referred to the Committee on Or¬
dinance*. The Board concurred to request Hon.
Murray Hoffman to prepare a revised edition of &
treatise upon the estate and right* of the Cor¬
poration, and >2,000 «a* appropriated for that
purpose.
.ludge Betts has made an order that the final ar¬

gument l»efore the Court in the caae of the United
Htatoh against I.aw and Conover, sureties for
ex Postmaster Fowler, shall bo heard on Monday
morning next.
We have five daya later news from Port an

Prince, np to tho lst>in*t. The report that Spainhad reasserted her cl&im to St. Domingo was still
current, and to thia was added a rumor that tho
Spaniards held the city of St. Domingo, and that tho
people of the North had risen in revolution. Tho
report is probably false, but caused some alarm in
Port an Prince. There is no local news of import¬
ance.
The regular monthly meeting of delegates from

the various railroad lines was held yesterday ahor-
noon at the St. Nicholas Hotel. Mr. J. K. Thomp¬
son, of the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, pre¬
sided, aud Mr. Nathaniel Marsh, of the Eric, acted
as Secretary. The four great Eastern lines were
repre-<entcd. The principal business of the moot¬
ing wa<> the consideration of the difficulties which
have existed between the New York and Boston
lines iu relation to freight rates en goods for tho
West. The Boston line for some timo past has
been carrying freights at a rate below that of New
York, claiming to be entitled to do so on
account of the partial employment of steam¬
boats in transportation. The New York line
objected to this, and demanded an increase
by the Boston line on account of the m«>re easter¬
ly situation of its point of commencement. The
difficulty was finally adjusted by the latter line
consenting to increase its rates ten, eight *»ul live
cents beyond that of tho regular New YorV tariff;
and the meeting thereupon adjourned to the third
Thursday of March next.
The number of inmates under the care of the

Commissioners of Charities and Correction at pre¬
sent is 9,113.an increase of only one for the pa»t
week. The number admitted was 1,818, und those
discharged, transferred or who died were 1,817.
The court martial on Lieut. Barbot, of the Mo¬

hawk, was occupied yesterday in takiug tho evi.
der.ee of Michael Morissey, Corporal of Marines,
and Henry Fauber, Captain of the Forecastle.
Both men were on the sick list, and had to be
brought to the court, which occasioned some de¬
lay. The evidenco on both sides being closed, the
accused, on application of his oounscl, was allowed
till eleven o'clock on Monday next to prepare his
defence. The court will meet at eloven o'clock
to-day for tho despatch of othor business.
The cotton market yesterday waa firmer unit more no

tive, the new3 from tho Poutb giving accounts of a f;Jiing
off in tho receipts, especially at New Orleans, while an

advancing t«ndeuej- in prices brought Out purchasers,
including a number of spinners, who b3U^ht quite froely.
ITie Liverpool news was not regarded, and the attention
of dealers was drawn to the movements at the South,
the transactions, lniludin<; 500 bales sold lato in the af
tornoon, reached about 4 £00 bales, iu lots, closing on the
basis of 11\c. n ll'.c for middling upland', and at 12
for strict middling do. It was believed (hat coin-idem bio
quantities wero being pledget by plmters to
tho confederated States, with the view of rais¬
ing funds, and that KBplish capitalists wero on

hand to make tho necessary advances, should this
prove correct, it will tend to divert considerable quan¬
tities from the regular chaunol of trade, and cans- it'
shlpim nt to 1 England to bo made in the tru*t directmm
tier Flour v :ia firmer aud moro active, with sales for
export and home use at an improvement <f ,">e. per bbl.
for some grades. Wheat was also active and firmer
Corn was in better demand, und at firmer pri< < >. pork
was steady, with solf s of mess at $17 I'.' a -17 25, and
at #15 for pr'me. Ssnjjfcrs wero steady, with sales of «oo
hhds.. 450 bo« s and ICO hlids meKdo, on terrn^ given
elsewhere. (V>3'ee was quiet aud sales motjerat". Freight 1

were in tlie main firm, but somewhat irrtgular, while
U5:i!'eit,ents were moderate.

Dcpartnrc of the PiT«id<nt Kiel.Tlie
ProNjxrt at I)«tk ux Kver.

The President elect has departed on his way
to the federal capital to as-ume the government
of a divided nation; and although we had a

groat many speeches. and a great deal of
fun# and commotion during his visit to the com¬
mercial metropolis, yet l'rom it ail we cannot
extract one ray of light thrown upon the disas¬
ter* which are overshadowing the country like
a pail. The only indication of anything seri¬
ously reflecting upon the condition of public
r.fl'airs is to be found in the remarkable and
well timed speech of Mayor Wood, when re¬

ceiving Mr. Lincoln at the City Hall, and its
palpable effect npon the new President. It
wac perhaps the be^t speech the Mayor evor
ntade--the briefest and mo«t to the point It
touched to the quick, as was evident from the
embarrassment of Mr. l.incoln in tho opening
sentences of his reply. I'or a moment he had
nothing to say, for the simple reason that he
does not know what he Is going to do when he '

takes the reins of government in hand, and
therefore he resorted (o his old stump speaking
dodge, and told an anecdote about a .-hip and
her cargo.a misty allegory, without point or

purpose. This will not do. It is not what we

want in this terrible crisis. The people will
not be put oft' with dodges and anecdotes.
The country at this moment is in a fearful

plight, wiiii little or no hope in the future to
cheer the least despondent minds. Six States
have already gone out of the Union, and seven

more are making tip their minds us to whether
they shull follow. In fact, the country is drift¬
ing to perdition. There arc two Congresses
sitting in Washington; but one of them is a

body of obstinates, and the other a body of
fools and fo-silfl. The only intima¬
tion of a future policy, cither for good
or evil, comes from Mr. Seward, who
is rappo ed to be the Premier of the new

administration. Mr. Seward is a practical and
shrewd man. who recogni/es the full extent of
the peril surrounding us. Rut he is hampered
and obstructed by the rabid politicians of the
republican party, who are endeavoring to break
np the Cabinet which is now partially con¬

structed. The first thing the new President
should do when he rcaches Washington is to
complete the filling up of his Cabinet. Rut a

matter of far more importance than the selec¬
tion of his constitutional advisem (h to give to
the country his own Ideas and the measures ho
intends to prspose. lie will have to take the
whole responsibility; and surely never since
the early days of the nation's trials and suffer¬

ings did a heavier responsibility rest upon any
man. Not cren had Washington himself a

more difficult and important part to play than
now falls to the lot of Abraham Lincoln.
The country balances upon the verge of

chaos. Throughout the length and bi oadth of
the land the throes of dissolution are being felt
Here in New York.from which, like the blood
from the heart, throbs the life that sustains and
quickens the whole commercial system.every¬
thing is stagnant; trade Is paralyzed, merchants
are breaking down and mochanics are unem¬

ployed. The current ot commerce is frozen in

it® channel | and yet Bfrw at any former pt
rlod did all the rlnunti of flourishing trad*'
aod prosperity exist to the same extent asno«~
There are forty millions worth of merchandise
in the bonded warehouses waiting for a mar
ket, and nearly forty milllung ia sppcie 1> ing
in the bank* waiting to be employed. In
everything that oan form the basis of a

nation's prosperity there is abundance
in agriculture, mineral products, manu¬

facturing facilities.yet all is reduoed to
absolute stagnation, and although money
was never so plenty, the national government
cannot obtain a loan. Government stooks.
which used to be run after at twelve per cent
premium, are now hawked about at ten per
cent discount What is fek ia New York will
soon be felt all over the country to its remotest
part, and the wheels of commerce everywhere-
will come to a dead lock.

Unless the President elect abjures anecdote*
and pointless speeches, and adopts some mea¬

sures at once to settle the preset difficulty .

not a national convention, for that is too slow
and too barren of peananent go(*. but some

plan tiat will operate quickly.the whole coun¬
try wil> be gone to rum.utterly destreyed by
a crisis, which the fanatical anti-slavery politi¬
cians have been laboring for the lant tfiirly
years to bring about.

Tdk Chevalikr Wnbs'h Omiox ot ?ww

South..Dickens, in the very best of his rcrnot
works, "Domfcey and Son," introduces a quew
character, by name Btutsby. Bunsby Is a mari¬
ner, and is referred to by his friend Cuttle to de¬
cide a most important point.to wit, the proba*
bilities concerning the good ship Son aa<l Heir,
which bus been Borne time at sea, and is sup¬
posed to have been lost. After examining the
charts, comparing dates and1 stimulating liis
mental faculties with copious glasses of grog,
Bnnsby declares, first, that his name is Jack
Bunsby; second, that \^4mt be rays he stands
to; third, as to the special matter at issue: "Do
I believe this here Son and Heir's gone down?
Mayhap. Do I say so? Which? If a skipper
stands out by Sen' George's Channel, making
for the Downs, what's right ahead of him? The
Goodwins. Ho isn't forced to nn> upon the
Goodwins, but he may. Tho bearings of
this observation lays in the application
on it. That ain't no part of my
duty. Avast there, keep a bright lookout
for'ard, and good luck to you." The novelist
proceeds to stato that Captain Cuttle was im¬
mensely delighted with Bunsby'a oracular giv¬
ing out, which has since been immortalized in
the familiar expression sf " an opinion as is
an opinion." For our own part we hftd always
looked upon Bunsby as an impossible carica¬
ture; but latterly we have found his actual
embodiment in the person of the Cbevalior
Webb, a collection of whose opinions would bo
vastly edifying. Here is one about the South:.

Ji'fleraon l>nv B rcpr".«pnts a band of pi>stiforoua traitors
in o)M-n rebcllio 1 agnlnat tlto government.of mou who
have b' on ;tnd demoralized by slavery.of au
ignoraut, arrogant, Uw-<le«|>iHiiigaud God dony'ng peoplo,
whoso h\ta iui> i>ont in scene* of violence and v/hoboaet
of tin ir ri okletts disregard of ail that elovu;.o abovo
the boast.
That is -an opinion as is an opinion;'' but

the difficulty is that Webb, like Bunsby, is not
originnl in his idea. Garrison,Phillips, Parker,
I'iHhbury, Famner and all the abolitionists of
the Massachusetts school have "wd the
same language for the last thirty y^ars. It
is well to know, or at least to believe
that Mr. Lincoln and his Prime Minister, Mr.
Seward, do not entertain the opinions ot tho
Chevalier Webb. They will fortify (heir posi¬
tions by keeping in view tho fact that tho North
and the South are united by the ties oi kindred,
by matrimonial alliauccH and a thousand bonds
vbich cannot be severed by the awepd. Our
opinion is that the Chevalier Webb's views will
be muterially changed Lit the course cf.» month
or tw». In the meantime the nev? Bunsby
should keep cool.

Pi;*;.3U»kxt Liscoia ami Mator .The
speeches delivered at the City Hall <>n tho oc¬
casion of the official reception of the President
elect are eminently suggestive and characteris¬
tic. The Mayor stated that it became his duty
to tender to the guest of tho city aa o.Hcial wel¬
come. and thea brought in a graceful and well
timed allusion to the distracted condition of the
country. The city of New York, ho said, was

deeply interested in the matter, and looked to
Mr. Lincoln for -a restoration of fraternal rela¬
tion* between the States. oaly to be accom¬

plished by peaceful and conciliatory means."
It is quite evident that the President elect had
received a bint that the Mayor intended to refer
to the direct question before the country, bat
the adroitness with which tho allusion was made
evidently embarrassed Mr. Lincoln. He de¬
clared that he was not behind any man in de¬
votion to the Union, and referred in an ambigu¬
ous way to tho "commercial greatness" of New
York. IDs figure.comparing the Union to a

ship, and the people, with their material inte¬
rests, to its cargo.trite in its inception and
clumsy in its manner of application. The
words did not flow glibly from the new

President, and he seemed very glad to arrive
at the last sentence, '-allow me to come to a
closc." It Is to be sincerely hoped that Mr.
Lincoln will profit by his metropolitan experi¬
ences, and w ill understand that the heart of the
country, as well as of New York, beats strongly
for the Union, and that the Mayor's suggestion
(that the fraternal relations between the States
iuj ocly be restored by conciliatory mossurcs)

i the s<. ntiment ot all good citizens in the Um¬
pire State.

Tut. Hf.-t Pi.atvohm Arn:i! Am-.It will bo
noticed in the speeches of the iVesident and
Vice President elect that they hive no faith in
the Cabinet which is shortly to annum® oxocu-
tive power*, in the now Congress, the fossil
Pence Convention or the politicians. They
put their tiust in I'lvine Providence, and, we

presume. take the New Testament for their
platform. The doctrine there inculcated,
"pence on earth, good will to men,'' Is just the
very beet for the preneut crisis. Mr. Lincoln
and bin advisers will find that it will work
mnch better than the Chicago platform. So
let th< m stick to I'ivine Providence, nod cut
the politicians altogether.

Tin. Coin SwhU.oir kop. Grkvlkv A Co..
We have noticed among the political features of
i.incoln's reception at Albany ami New York
that he hns been surrounded by republicans of
Thurlow Weed's way of thinking. Greeley
met tbe President elect on the railway; but
after the party readied this city tbe Spruce
street philosopher t-ubsided. Weed was con¬

stantly on hand, and at Grin null's breakfwrt the
guesl* were all of the Seward and Krc»rU
stripe. Straws shu* r'taich way th$ wiad
blows.

| Thf Forrc Bill In ( engr; .».It* Atrovlou
Objet < and furgMMC Kc«c»i«d.

The speech of Mr. Bocock, of Virgin(a, in
the JJouj*' of Rtpre'-i nlativi, which we pub-
I ^tied ?«*tcrd«y, contains a tearclung analysis
of the piNviaioM of the Force bik now before
(.'oogrt^d, *H>U calculated to alarm the coatmu-

city. lie dIiov>t flenrly that it is not oaly un¬

constitutional ar.v4 in conflict with thoee mo-
tiomj of the fundamental law which limit the
purpose* for which tb« oJUitia arc to be used,
a^d limit the power of (he president as com¬
mander-in-chief of the arm/' Jbid navy, and of
the militia when the luttcr 2* called out to sup-
pre«* ineurrec tion, but it invrrts the President
with dictatorial powers, and gftm him at the
name tin* an unlimited control of an unlimited
anny, to b^r nsed at hie discretion in the inva¬
sion of any sovereign State iu the Fntpn. It
is an attempt to subvert the constitution by an
set of Congreso, and to create th" incoming
President a military dictator.
The constitution give3 the President pewer

tc call out and to use the militia lor the 9t»p-
prj^ion of insurrection in any Stale on1 tbe
call af the Legislature of that State, or on' the
call of the Governor if the Legislature nhoulti
not be in session, and tbe reason of the provision
is ub-i{7>*sl.namely, that the constitution guar¬
antees every State a republican form of gsr-
ernmont, and the federal fewer is bound to inter¬
pose, when legally called »poa by the authori¬
ties of the State, to prevent its overthrow \q
physical violence. There in only one other
case where the President has any constitutional
authority tcMue the militia, and that is in re-

ptlling invrjian in the event-of foreign war. ,

Put this new Force bill, in the face of the arti-
cle of the constitution which limits the powers
of the President by declaring that what is not
expressly grunted is reserved tc the States and
to the people respectively, authorizes the chief
riagistrate to caM out the whol« power of the
^.rmy and navy, together with tha militia, and
volunteers in any numbers, to ir.7ade a State
an* subjugate it, under the pretext of "enforc¬
ing.the laws of t'.ie Union," not morely without
the invitation of the Legislature erGovernor
of .T*eh State, but in express opposition to their
authority. The new bill gives hie authority
uot merely to enforce the laws In aid of
the courts and the civil power in a

State, but to employ tho wholo military
power -to enforce any order he or his agents
may choose to issue, however arbitrary and
despotic. A postmaster, for example could
embrcllUhe whole country in civil war in pur¬
suance of this bill. And furthermore,'to cap
the climax of the tyranny, all tho military force
of the bnd is to be put under the articles of
war, and should any member of the militia
make any harsh continent on the measures of
Congresc or the proceedings of the President
("speak <iisrespectfully of them*'), he is liable to
the lender mercies of a court martiaL What
tnore, we should like to know, is necessary to
the completion of a military despotism? And
it such a power is now permitted to be em¬

ployed to crush tho people of the Southern
States, how long will it bo Mil its iron heel is
plauted 0:1 the necla? of the lYeemou of the
North?
Nothing can better illustrate the folly and

the dosperate wickedness of tho republican
members of Congress than tkis bill. It' pro¬
ceeds entirely upor the principle that the
Southern States are c foreign enemy, and that
Congress has a right to wage wnr against
them. Immediately after Mr. Docock's speech,
Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, in the course of
the debate on the Navy bill, declared that it
was the design of his party, by means of that
bill, to invade Hie Southern States and retake
the forts. The Faroe bill, therefore, la plainly
intended for the-raising of an army of invasion.
And if the opinions of the organ of a parly he
any evidence of it* designs, we have abundant
testimony in the ocriumns of the New Vork Tri¬
bune as to the atrocious purpose for vAiich tho
invading army is to be put in- motion.
One of the editors and proprietors cf tbot jour¬
nal, writing from Washiaglon, asks ( in Wednes¬
day's number).significantly asks."Cannot
everybody Boe how easy it will be, if hostilities
between tho sections arise, to make ihe destruc¬
tion of slav ry the issue of the war" We are in
conflict on the question. If we cone to blows
it will bo still about slavery. And- what then
is inc vit,abl>? Why simply this, .<od nothing
more, and nothing loss.a tight to see whether
slavery shall go np or go dtwn. Tho issue
cunnot ba escaped. Tho war -will be waged to
cru.<-h tho eggs of the reptile tbet has hatched
tho brood of traitors and revolutionists.*'
Here then is boldly avowed the design of

the bill, which is the first o^ert act of a fiendish,
diabolical conspiracy to send an army into the
Southern States in order to rri^e a servile itt
surrection and to exterminate iho white men of
tha South in fact, to make it another St. »)©.
mingo, with all its Lloo<Iy horrors. This 'mis
always been the confused purpose of (Jarviron,
Phillips and the ether loading abolitionist').
The organ of the radical republicans now pro¬
claims that such is the design of its party.
Nor Is this a mew brvhim fubnen. Thousands
upon thousands of fanatic can be found
at the North to volunteer their services
to the new President to carry oat the
provisions of the bill. Thus, instead of pro¬
tecting Stales "against domestic violence,"'
which, according to the constitution, is a main
design of that Instrument, the declared object
of the Force bill is to create domestic violence
in the Southern Hate#, destroy their Institu¬
tions and the property tfuaraatoed to th>*m by
the constitution, and lay war-c the wholo land
with tire and sword. And, therefore, it is that
Jefferson Pavls Is raisin# an army to defend
the South, and will probably be In command
of 100,000 men by tho *h of. March.
Now. wo submit thai thisT-'orce bill in not the

way to deal with cititoiM of the United Suie*,
who arc not a fc.oign enemy. It is not the
way to bring back the weeding Statoe, or pre¬
vent the border States from following their ex¬

ample. Instead of adopting thin bill, the pro¬
per course for Congre«s is to concede to the
Southern Statow the full measure of their con¬
stitutional rights; to adopt immediately (he
Crittenden or Bigler resolutions by a majority
of both houses, nnd send them to the people
?o bo voted on In every State. Let ('ongt-«s
try that plun, nnd the people, we pledge, our-

selves, will endorse the resolutions, by over¬

whelming minorities- In this St«kt>, for in¬
stance, by not less than 150,000. Th'is in ten
day* question might bo virtually settled,
for the basla would be laid for embodying those
compromises in Hmendttuuta to the eonsiitn-
tlon. The border States would be Hatinfled,
the revolutionary abolitionists of the North and
the rtvolutiotary fire-eaters of the South would
be put down ta6*th»r, and in *U months the

*hole of tb? vceding8tat©« would be re#t*.r®<*
to the Unif n with**! the shedding of one dro^
of blocd. But let Congve** refuae or neglect
to do this, and let tbt-m paaa tbe Foro® bill, Mid
tbey dig a bioody grave for democracy, in
which will be burled the hope* aad liberties of
countless millions of the hum«u race.

Mass* Gkkm.kt on Platforms.--The elder
Disraeli, in his "Curiosities of Literature."
which may be almoit ranked with Bortoa'a
''Anatomy of Melancholy" in its range ef sub¬
ject, bus given us some pretty fair instance* of
the working ef diplomacy, and the subtle
mean* which diplomatists employ to seoure alt
the advantages, real und possible, of their po¬
sition. They wisely provide against every
contingency, and whenever a treaty is to be
framed, a despatch trt-itten or an act done,
their great atudy.ia to Oake it read both back¬
ward and forward with equal gain to them¬
selves. Hence it ia that their constructions arc
found to be not unfrequently left open to mis-
construction, always, of course, in their own
favor. Tbey are educated in the art of cir¬
cumlocution andI stratagem, and in their offl-
ciul language doable meaning? constitute the
rule rather tSt;n th« exception.

Just as diplomatists construe tal trim every¬
thing. and change their tactics according to ox-

f.e<Hency so nicety in their own behoof, so do
the politicians n this eountry in the pursuit ef
a party purpon-y. The card which Mass*
Greeley published in the Tribune of Wednes¬
day last, in which1 he defends himself from
the aspersions cast upon him chiefly in refe¬
rence- to hi.* share in the Chicago pJetform,
nftordn us an instance of how platforms are
c;matnicted. The philosopher of tho Tribune
anya:.

8. tac brrjrht gpniim hoi' % revelation of my alleged
af'.'my in aofteuiug down the republican platform at Chi¬
cago. I certainly did lat or long and earnestly la tho
ilaiform (Vwimiitec to dlv *>t that platform of all need-
leMriy i .'Itnsjve or Irritating fsature*.such as that rsn-
ceiniag the '-twin relics of barbarism," and the requtto-
ment titat Convicts shall penltfveJy prohibit Hlavory in
every Tetritory, whether th 're be or bo uot a poaslbiiay
of It J jslng thither.

It :b a diplomatic axicm that every negotia¬
tion should be so conducted, and every treaty
and provision so worded, that, while securing
the most advantages to it3 {rasters, it should at
the same time present as few unpalatable fea¬
tures lo the opposite party as possible. All
asperities should be carefully smoothed over,
so that a loss might almost appear a gain, and
thereby the loser be reconciled to his loss, or tho
negotiators won over to mutual concessions.
That M;>3?a Greeley is a believer in this line of
policy i3 evident; for by hie own admission he
sought to make tho platform offensive to as few
and acccptable to as many ai possible.
Enerosho Mkasikkh ok Tr^CoNHTrrrrroNAT,

Govkrnm-cnt in Mexico..The firmness and
moderation with which President Juarez and
his advisers are proceeding in the reorganisa¬
tion of tie oentral government augur well for
tho future of Mexico. Whilst tbey are carefully
avoiding all appearance of ^ indictivenoss in
their measures, they arc striking at the root of
all fhoso anarchical influencesr. hich have hither-
to defeated the efforts of the liberals to carry
out the reforms necessary to restore peace to
their unhappy country. They have begun by
expelling the Pope's Nuncio, the Spanish and
Guatemalan Ministers, the Archbishop of Mexico
and five cl- his diocesaus, w j» wcro the soul
and centra ol the reactionary party. Tho next
step, we trust, will be the confiscation of the
overgrown revenuos of the church, with a view
to their appropriation to cha: itable and educa¬
tional purposes, after the clrrgy are decently
provided for. It was the faliuro of energy in
carrjinp out this programme which caused the
fall of the Comonfort administration. The
new government would appear to be sensible
of this from its preliminary measures, and
If it only has the firmness to persevere
as it has begun, there is hope that
tranquillity and prosperity are about
to davja.upon a country v.liich has never yet,
since it htis fallen under tha.rul« of the Latin
race, had a fair chance of developing its re¬
source*. It is a sad reflection that, whilnt
the rienrcans are consolidating their g>
remanent and atUtining thai unity which wia-
alone wanting to their wulfare, we should "jo
drifting back upon the-very evils frem which
tbey have had such dMiculty in emancipating
thouttelves.
Okjut»c Mavtcr® .Tl.>«3mio at MawUera," witailit-

Klo'a new galos, will be jiv«n ax tho Acailnmy iIur svqd
l.i?, and at Brooklyn on 2&U:rd.ajr Tor the bcnoHt of t.^-r.or
Drigaoil. During next wc&.tlu.> new opera will ti with¬
drawn temporarily !n 'tfder ta give th" principal r.jjuts
srja> rest, and Mice 1 iU^a.KfUcfg will mako lur
in ''RigolcttO."

CI V Inltlilgrnrr.
Finn nrGrkit yituj;t..Between lOaAtl «> clutii

on Thursday a fir*-originated oa Um k«c<w»4
floor of the dw'ilug itc'v*) Xo. 17 Ureal .'buosstmt,
owned and occupied :»y J. T. lord. The firo an eineed
from tbe boat ct a. grnM> lu the back rooro. The bviM-
ins wn* built Uy 'Allium 8. Wright foe Liff Own. rt*l
dei ce. There was no brick arch under t!icgra(*nor
h< urtl*((»tie I no trlxmcr bciim anil fi*-irio^ o*iund..'t
up against tha flam wtd under the irrate. Th© d.ua.wro to
tbe buildiiip will u^^unt to about .f >0, iosur-.-d for
flOOfO In Ukj Init'd 8tat«s Insoraove Cooipac-v. I'ho
dumiigo to tho furtj^ure will amount to abt>.u IC-'O; In-
aiued lor 5*1. -00 in the Howery infnaa.-n Oocnp-jiy.

Polirc InteUlgerir.
Any« 11%.it at a Chk*k mir .IU'mi Wlialp

ley wivi brought before J.mtioo «'-.borne, at the I-ower
Police Court, yet-torday, on * eh*see of for<idk a chock
for |40) on tike l'h< mi. <W Dank, andrr the following clr-
tumi ftftccs..I'rsnoi, Tumboity 11, D., of the Kiftb Ave¬
nue Hotel. depoeed that lie kept an rxeou.it in tlio CheatI-
cai B .nk on tho Jflth of Dee< atcr lan he drew n chock
for $100, (lie fllllnn apof wWcfc wiu e*»< uted In h'aroo®
1 y the jiriiuBor, oepoucnt further it} > that ho has nicso
ho< l) -bnwn t rhu k for f tJQ, purporting tr> ha vo I »<m
Binned by htm, ind dated P«>< umber 89, which prova to
be a forgery. 1 pon exan. u.nc ."tiirt check cotnp'a.r-uit
m ites that tl.i) Inline np In identic-*) with the hanOnrlt-
mg in the flOO ehix k previously ftlle.1 up by the pr^oncr.
Tbo similarity in tho brnlwrliinj: wiui «. «re a t*.tl tho
iioed.r Iuinx'diatoly twQtcted that Who pley wnnttU;
bottom ef iho forgery. i.p.l hence he CAu.*ed 1,1s
The prisoner detii. d Ujo charge prelerred aioiust In u,.
but he wu committed for elimination amtihilat
Whe play profenata to be rt aoa e iptaln by iiccu|M1'*
and boards at tho Metropolitan Hotel. l'jwa«en.V j!
mute terms with ilio complainant, and w:>a.t£o n # <if 0f
th ' latter being introduced at the Chemical Hani

ItHrMUl lattlllffW.'
Capt.ftnm *. tilling, uf Hempeted, V. I., la. stepping at

the New Yc*k Hotol.
K. Rate*, Of Char'f«ten,8 C.; C. ^in H ri 0f pj,ua

dtlpUU, Shark* Hewlett, of San Ktaacleca; J Adam*,
of HafftU); J. R. De Kon<a, of Haw , Md <) w.
"miky.of fau Irani i-co, ure jU-p^W .t th,» 1,-ifnrc*
Houta.
Cotnnxxlera Armstrong, ef tho t*r ,u>d Stat»a Navy;lien. Mr Rlea ana Hon. Kr. Vi*b r,f Maine: Governor

B»iekingkun, of Oouneetlc'H.; \. 8. '.n,iao«-k, of N< brmka
T K Bay ley, of iJverpool.T T. Ria.m«r and H. a Ilodgea,
of BoflWi are stopping at Um> ktMt Hoiwo.

lien. Chauncei Vizard \tuf Jndge Parker, of Albany:
W.llam Kolly, of Rhital»e;*te» Pc^n Richmond, of lbin,«'o;
A. IbOutchen and HIT*, <u/i MlflftHolloek. of (long K<iny;
A. W. Oiay. of Virgin, q. Colby and H I». Orane, of
IMton: P. Wllitoata J».,or Mobile, and T & Hoflren.of
South Carolina, are Mapping nt the Ht. Nloholos Hotel.
Hon. K. A. lYltr j, of Cold Springs, Mr. Owana and J.

l/l'.vanlH^of th«v 1 oltnd StatfH Army; 1'. It Robert*, of
lii'nois. W W*»^e. of (>blo; T P. IlMdy, A. Htone mid J.
1.. Wetlicr^y »'rCleveland; i» eraser, 'if Canada J. Park
hill, of <\eui-arKy, J. W. Hrlgham, of Ncir Oflt«oa; P.
-milh, of t>,c t i,ito(i tH»U« Army, and H. sbitw , of Ken
tucky, V,. *t<>p| iog at the Metropolitan Hotel.

('.art « .lendar.Thl« l>*y.
Corai.Part 1..Nc» IJfi?, l..'W, 1201, VJ»>6,

11-.H7. pjmp. iit7. ism ik, law, im. ir<>.. cv».
1P«»II,,1807 Part 2--Huot r» PartiKy (-"« )io
other cv»c will be o»;'HI Ih.i Urm.

THE NATIONAL C&ISI&

Important Report of Mr. Dlx Relative t»
the Secession Movement

TIE CABINET OF PRBMDMT DATtt

WhMi the Southern Congress
Intend to Do.

CONDITIO*0F AFFAIRS ATFORTJNTEB

Delate on the Force Bill ii
tfiM Umm.

rSMBMtt W IB KM IHflUHv
Mo., 4#.,Ac-

important ACTION OF Tim BOUTHRRJf
CONFEDERACY.

Washington, Feb. 21, 1M1.
Informatics rocfb\ 1 to-day trom Montgomery todl

cates that the Cbo«rxn will regard any attempt on the
p*<t of the United StiMt to maintain its authority in Um
fonfederate 8taTo8 as sir . set of war, which will bo fol¬
lowed by LnBiantnoou* m, prtoal. The collection of the
revenue sad the t ctentiwe 'f the forts it would take as

an attempt to hold llietn iw » subjugation.
N#Taritt' bill has ns yet'pM *e* the Congress. On* will

undoubtedly be adoftM UV»'. day or two, differing not
mi n Stally in Its oha/adter >rui the present tariff in force
IB the United States. 16 will in oly to all good3 imported
from pert* north of WfltBlngtM , Delaware, and proper
bonds will be enacted fixfcn tbi'A lpi« r« from alurebold-
lag States oontlnulng in thn UnMut to guard against Bhitm
transactions.

Ibe-tnilitla of the sean will bo® voiced at tmee !n ths
event of blockade. Between arty m >* oue hundred prt-
vatcors are in rcadinesa for the « ccan, and Witt com¬

mence operations at a moment's wv* 'ning. It is eot itn
probrble that the first rlTfin* of '.lit 1 retaliatory policy
may be the California gold shifts and1* he Atlantic otoam-
era. Thorn are over three hundred .> >rts, botwwn the
Capes of Virginia and the Crazos, Into-* h'ch they could
be carried with safety.
The Kw Kcgiand shipping Interest jrr» iderstood to be

clamoro ;s against coercion. Leading 'dfest aee8 meu I**
declare that Boston alone coi.iJ furnish ;w ivatcers sutll-
clent to rain New England cormerco.

It will remerabered that, at the ceH^tfc -al>onof tlie
Paris Interactional Conference whon the '« iding Euro¬
pean Powrrs did away wilh privateering 'be UalW
States pretested warmly agr.taot it, ajwt refusod to

surrender Its right to call out tho 14 militia of
the stas." The revoltod State*. aew proper* t J use for
¦olf dofenorvhat the federal government <ie«» od ossen-'
tlal to its 0" 7Ti national safety and pretectlcn.

Arrangement**, it is said, have been mndeak -oaJy 1®
California, Ly which tho I'atiillc ocean can be tula an car*
of by prlvaiwrt at a few dayt. notico, sheuirt n« cestdty
.all fer it.

Philip CU.yten. late Assistant Secrot&i'y of ths Trea¬
sury, recei ,e4.a despatch late U.ts ovening from Mont-
ftunory, stating that Mr. Toombj had hcen appoint* *1 by
I>esident Prsis Secretary of HtaU, end Mr. SommU >ger,
c* South Caroling Secretary of the Treasury,. Mr. 4 ;lay-
t« was ab>o informed that he had been tvpointeJ Am
E-otant Sccreta/y of tho Treasury.

A TAIRS AT FORT' ol/JTlBR.
WA^B.a .iuM, t'pb. 21, IMt

O.Tloial advices wore received t > day frcm Tort Humt w,
L«t nothing of ?yecial interest is tlierela zisntie*ied.. It
appears, ho\^sver, that the garr-i^i 4~ m waiU>of mis 'jrf
tit there Is T» convenient me;iri-by whiih the gov<jru-
t.isut can suppJy this <1< mand.
A member of Congress from Xew York-recsfred 'this ,

r jming the know ing iinportar.t letter frr.m .m «41ic« r in
1 ort aiimtor, dated the lnih nst. of-frru» g t*-
.ma ineiiJr it;.] mattor--, h<' says .
My desiro ia to give you a fe-» r slnble .'fitvcooea -nine
ur :-ltoation Irem the littl" u»-^s we s»*«, it .i app vrmik
aAt tii<« m !,firity of the |,nhii.7>e<l Stati t italMWOt rrnDf

f uaitrr tr » Ttry inaccurate ixl unrcljtl.ie. W o havn
cceived no js>iiil'('rreroeDtR, a; J Liu.iw cf -lone tb tt aro
oming. To introdnne roinnvjcmects to this gsoi mnu tit
»n extremely dutlenlt rrobleirs, ana tlio .UwcjA by n»
->«siis insures tHe execution. A glanac t the o» ai-t sur¬
rey irwp will <v>nvince yo>.: or mis, Sanusr I ,9 b) no
mt.ma 1: ^>re^nab'e, nu.l ray .ms upoulii» proi a-jition will ha-s <Hwir r iiiUtto With

lurf;e garrtfon, and abumlaiiw M'.wi .,.Mt t^Ls
.ort wo A1 detain a la. je army h^Tcso it* f(,r .

ar>g tlmo; but, a« you know, tS» nl-wt jnontioD'it
. OTMlitie^ are not fatint'.id. A Iruaj .m (c p(ln
at work on tbe batterie around no. Tb»t att«rieH on
Muriel-land arc suppoi 4 to be aj.lc ud

, steamers
snd pilot boats aie on tho watch St rjgl it, an'i to us
Boeri.«njiU vigikin'.. Thc,_s veieels ocaa |« m, B). ,r tho
'ort, at i justly give ns i»uch foiicW S£Ji tnviety Wo
bavs r.» etticieut ommi' xling oflioer aaU a reliable set of
mon. .iituatoi as we ;\te, ot.e tr ad-w >us man inside
would Wftet us more han a ti c carved w \tiiout. Tnero
h lb beaj no attempt ov tbeptrt ..f s«»j soldiers or lab.Ti-r: to desert, anl I aan safe!?,»7>t4i it thete will bo
noue. ttur grertest Tewand iiayiuiy coueeruiog th*po»si'.»lHty of rounitinr, thn wit.vtci f rajments of oureodn;rj. fifths ^tats we hava lis pe aud no de»ire.

THE Pi'lCi: CO iTt.ltf :\CK.
Wvs-v .r» Feb. 31,1861. '

.h» i'eaco Congress lo-day OttelcA th" general ijues-
ti&n jf the salvat.or el the Univ>B.
Mr. Goodrich, Li< »t««ant 9Q7MO0 ,r 0f Mneeohnsetts,Md a prominent aiember cf. Ui« republican National

Cmmittee, a<ldrf ^Dd tho Ca. caU/ ,n t0 the point made by
a Virginian, that .fes South ~aly rf ked for her constitu¬
tional rightp. M?. Uoodrka ov<T the wbole grouuil
Of grievance and :«uld no'.^ « herein the North had tn
any me.suro »iihtld fron lbm south sny of her consti¬
tutional rightfl. Therefjra h* coull, ao( g<w ftny
reason for ccn^yxotaise ar cnttf e^«ioa.

Mr. Smith, A New «-onciuile<l his R|teech oom
menced yrMsrday. U.ia m y higUy spoken of |

It was ngraoJ to ila/.Ui fcf gin to vote at one o'clock W
morrow.
Tte flret ^ut ition upon tho Miiendiiients to tlx*

mak rlty report. fch-ii t jj0 report itself is teached, the®
It will be l«iten tip .vtW e by article, and amended and
dhcuseed and rOtJtl u# ,n) ^h< n Sj'teches will b* llstenedl
to five raianUs. M.jt r the various articles are disposal
of tho proTVjfcirtoa.i. M a ^tiolo will be acted upon, aad
fro-n 'accent nwptr ,nc^ it wui ho defeated.
Tin inestio'*, comos on Mr. Itsldwln's proi* sition

for aC0l»ttttjiM>>M ( Couvention, whleb. It Ubelieved, will
be Sfttric l. * >, it will not go to Congress for ratliica
tlon, but .lately to the Irjlslature? of thi several
8>»t(> for U)m0 action.

Tho ^ jay are regarded at Indicating a better
feeling »'i, W , rli'.ee tlvn Iim heretofore boon rmui!ftv,tel.
The uHir., 9 rtithotn men wrro not so luipsrvious, and th*
rnixl' m<« republicans more conciliatory.

Tk'} J* epo-ltlon to Ixi voted on to-morrow bjr the lVoo*
Com'** n-e Is st.bstiinttally the border Stale re-olutione.
T)i* tr or,,Is of tho measure say th»<re arc uamietakeable
c ** 4tk«s that It will recelro the support of the fom-

«i(,ners from Illinois, Ohio, I'ennsjlvinia, New Jersey,
& ioi<o IfiUnd, .ind from all tho border slav » btateo, wttii
' .ho exception of one or tw > fi'om Virgim.-.

Tho inipressk^u prevails, however, that the r< jKirt nf
the committee, which the 1U.r.4ip bai puhimiie ', with
the amendments to It submitted by Keverdy Johnson, of
Maryland, will carry by oue or twe majority. The do-
sponlng meiubers of tho (VnfereBce uee this evening n*or*

hopeful.
Tfcere Is little pro«t>ect, even (ko»<gh ths C(.oferre»«»>.

adof^t tho report, that Congress would do anything with
it. The ultra republicans would re-ort to ever/ e v^Uewi
to kill it.

MT8CKLLANT501J8 MATTKRS.
WMMixatim, Kel>. it, 1W1.

.mr t,\ku r tiUt
Tho Pcrinlo'F amendment* to tho Tariff ItU* we ocly «tw»

hundred ,md lifty. Th- jr lutvo so Ui tiigoA il lh*t It* orl.
Ijinal friends never would rrro«ni*o It as tka Merrill hll).
It will undergo* fearful ordeal in tho House, ud tl»»
chance* are that II will bo klllc4. It is a very !>*<.
mo«i>ur« yet, noJ in dratmed, if adojkWnl, to do much
barm.

jrvcr. t>oruua a!tt> tht. n» auckX r>uo jmwnrrt.
fridge I'ooglM mndi some impb-itk nnd s-tartllnf dcoK

ration* is tlut Henatc to fay on the l*oaul biU. Ma
ctuirgAl that Uh ro \san n hodjr of republican* o® 'I"* '.<**
of th« Senato *hu w#r«« dotpg tbeir utmost to break up
the government. TVy wntaa* much disunion, rt*, jwr* ,

M|W Hbettn aslYanceys. His declaration product
qu!f n Sfin*iit,.tt.

TBS PORTS AT TlrttTl't. *«.

Oapta'n Vein*. Into In rnmimni of th" Tor! si Tott:-
gas, arr'red here to day, ar1 !»« 'I«na

i


